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"United States, champion of the
downtrodden l wilting a new chap-
ter on the art and science of chival-
ry. This time II is the poor little
birds of tropics and the Himalayan
heights which have received the
protection of the great White Chief,

For many years there has been
much agitation In America and Eu- -

I rope against women wearing si- -

grettes or paradise plumes. While the
name aigrette l used to designate
many kinds of bird plumage, tech-- j
nlcally the plumage of the heron
the aigrette The herons of Ycn-- j
ezuela and the West Indies make the
most perfect aigrettes. There birds
are killed Just after the young have
hatched. They arc torn from the
female bird because her plumage la

most beautiful when her little nest-- !

lings open their big mouths and de- -

I mend worms.
The plumasc of the female bird

fl Is to make herself attractive during
the mating season. As the budding
debutante dresses in the most stun-nln- g

costumes at her coming out
i party, so the heron puts on her bl it

dress when the spring lime comes.
1 After her wedding day the plumage

N continues to grow. It becomes more
I and more beautiful until the llt- -
j tie birds need their mother most.
J When she works for them her plum- -

age begins to faJe and she is no
longer desirable for plumage until

'. the next year.
I To the men who live in the land

of fine birds these handsome plum- -
ages mean fortunes In the days of

?J nesting. They can pick up the feath- -

j crs which hac been shed and the.
are worth only 3 an ounce. But

1 When they can get feathers from a
3 living female bird juet after theI young have hatched, they can get
a $15 an ounce for them.

' I Tlic natives of Venezuela and Co- -
4 lombla and of. the Himalayan

Mountains are for the most part
cruel men who have not been lm- -

- with the finer motives.
' xt The United States Government, in

J its investigations, learned that they
1 pull the plumes from the woundedI f birds. The never care to kill them.

v?i Often they wound a bird, strip It ofI Its feathers, and leave the bird lying
"

..'a on the ground, where It Is attackedI . 1 by red ants while still alive. Wound- -
' ed birds arc tied up in the marshes

to act as devoys for other birds.I f iey die of starvation.
i n the ncst thft I'ttle hirds open

-' heir big mouths and wish for food
V-v- which does not come. The feathers

iW
make beautiful .ornaments. They

ilM ouPbt to. They won husbands for
the ,,lrcj!? and might win husbands

M Then the United Statee Govern- -
17101,1 took a h 3 11,1 ,n thf; affair.

K Tn'e is now a law against the 1m- -
A"v portati.m in this country 0f all:"M "aigrettes, egret plumes, osprev

Plumes, feathers, quills, wings
I"'18' 5kin" r P;,r18 BkJn" of wild

t'il birds., either raw or manufactured
BBBBB1

and not for scl entitle or educationalI purposes."
When a womanBBBBB1 wearing hatdecorated with one of the plumc

S enters Uniteda States port th- - hat
-- I is sel.ed and the plumes are I ut o(7

i clstoms house officials are eXM M Perts in detecting real plumes andi mltatlons. There are some worn- -
n who have reached America onseme of the recent ships wearing
u?d alsretlcs- - who were admittedwithout molestation. They congrat- -

I ulatcd themselves on their lucky es- -
,ap,cs' But thcy were no nearly soluy a they had supposed. The

LsH SffJS? thcy Worc Wore imitations
f.nd the government has no objec- -tions to imitations

( t; ;, SWINDLED IX KUUOPE
PASSED AT PORT.y This is the time when It Is lucky
2 snlnfIlcd Europe. Thoowere swindled, thinking thev
?'er buyllie real aigrettes when

:.' !'ey were buying imitations, passedthe port without the Imitation al--

tA grettes cut off.
Some of e States have prohlb- -

WM ,,od thc sal Pf aigrettes. Thev arc.$ Kew Tork- New Jersey, Pennsyi- -

Mrm vanla, Massachusetts, Vermont,
xm Ohio, Louisiana, Washington, Orc- -

gon and California. In other States
jfeyij they can bo sold without lnterfer- -
gBH: enco and the United States Govern- -
IHffl1 ment cannot take a hand In pro- -
Srefi hibitlng the sale on account of
WEBB States" rights. The only way the
MM United Stales can interfere with the

BH business is through the customs

I

8P of baggage at a

toms house, where nil aig--

re h

Th
iiirinj lyre,

recent
bower,

il" Nr flamingo, spoonbill, monalMSfk - ' jwj showhov tbese fards' eath--

ers no We Wrn
' ''jr

;

house, and there is where thc cus-
toms inspectors are doing good
work.

Why the United States shouldworry about birds of foreign lands
has caused considerable comment In
Kurope. They are used to the
United States playing the great hu-
manitarian giant, but they have ac-
cused the country of making a grand
stand play for effect. When the
United States went to war for Cubathey accused her of being a land
grabber. But the United States Isnot a land grabber in the protec-
tion of foreign birds. True, some
of these birds reach the UnitedStates during their migration, but

they are not many.
Joining handa with the United

States, England has been moved to
fiCht for the birds and has called
other European countries to assist
In stamping out the destruction.

The Committco for thc Economic
Preservation of Birds in England
began its labors In the beginning
of last year by inviting the mer-
chants of England, France, Ger-
many and Austria, thc only coun-
tries In Europe with a plumage
trade, to accpt thc principle of
Economic Protection, and to pledge
thnmselves to render it effective.
After long negotiations, the under-
takings were given officially, and

the committee pet to work to inquire
into the question of birds needing
protection. Three rare Australian
Npeclei were first listed the PwCgent
Bower Bird, Rifle Bird, and Byre
Bird. These were being smuggled
out of Australia. The family of
Chatterers (Cotlngidae) came next,
and then the Quetzel, or Bcsplcnd-n- t

Trogon. o? Guatemala, the Flam-
ingo and Spoonbill followed; tbMr
Plumage, seldom found in Bondon,
haa often boon sold on the markets
of thc Continent. Following these,
the Economic Committee applied to
a distinguished scientist, who has
lived and worked In India, to mike
a report on the Indian birds sent to

r"TIHfv.

mm

Big Uncle Sam, Champion
of the Weak, Instructs
Customs Inspectors to
Prevent Importation of
Plumage, Thus Saving

Lives of Beautiful
Birds. M&pi

European markets. This report de-

clared that the Cattle Egret, though
plentiful, and In no' danger of reduc-
tion, is so beneficial to agriculture
that It should not be used for com-
mercial purposes,

'Die IiOndon Import of this bird s
Plumage is valued at upwards of
(150,000 a year, hut on the commit-
tee's the bird has
been listed.

The latest to receive protection is
the Impeyan, or Monal Pheasant,
another Indian bird tound in danger
of serious reduction. Other species
of great beauty and commercial
value are bcln; considered by the
committee, and any found in danger

of extermination or serious reduc-
tion win receive protection. The
procedure followed Is simple and ef-
fective. Tho commltteo notifies tho
Bondon Chamber of Comnw e and
thn prole, te, hlrd Is added to
printed list. This list Is placed in
the dork Warehouses, and in th..- - of-
fices of merchants and brokers.
Translated into French and German,
it will be found In P.iris. Berlin, and

lenns t he Economic Committee's
plan is effective wherever the feath-
er trade exists, and Is calculated to
put a stop to abuses of whatever
kind. Mr. Ilobhouse, who Is In
hnrge of tin- plumage bill now be-

fore the House of Commons, was
compelled to admit tint no countjy
with a feathei tm.iD has .accepted
thc B:.t'.'h QoVdrnranrU' invitation
to an International conference.
France has refused outright; Ger-
many aiu1 Austria have not replied.
On the lift for prohltlblon at the
next meeting of the committee are
eVeral species of Paradise bird

tho Prince Rudolph and Gullelmt,
that arc too rare to have a trade
use. and the Apoda and Rubra Par-
adise birds. The Tragopans of the

Himalaya ar also under discussion,
and will in all probability be listed.

The City or Gayctj.
Gajcty fills tho streets of Buenos

Ares From i to 6 in the afternoon
the Florida Is an avenue of beauty
and r. joy. Everybody seems to havs
plenty of nion-e- and fine clothes,
and to rejoice in making this fact
known. The ladles arc decked out
in tin smartest millinery that Paris
can produce and the finest jewels
thai money can buy. By common
consent during this hour ol the day
wheeled vehicles seem to avoid thi
fashionable promenade.- - It is lined
with shops that recall the great
stree'. of Bondon and Berlin. No-

where else in the world does one get
a Stronger Impression of exuber-
ant wealth and optimistic extrava-
gance.

On fine a 'tr rnoons'in the Avenlda
dc May0 and other principal ave-
nues, rs well as in Palermo Park,
there a B w on, lei fill display of car-
riages drawn by handsome horses
and of still more mostly molor cars.
The motor cars go at a rate of
twenty-fiv- e, to forty miles an hour,
and 1 v.as told that thcy would kill
"n re persons in proportion to tho .

population ilia:; in New York City,
When a great singer of artbt visits
the city tii-- ' vehicles often oecomo
si. crowded together that thcy are
unable to n m for twenty minutes.
The police, however regulate th
traffic very well and every one H

rs good-natur- ed as he is gay, Thn .

policemen are "gauchos" half In-

dian cowboys from the Western
country.

The ruce course Is out at Palermo
Park. The races arc held on Sun-
day afternoon. An Immense crowd
gathers and the grandstand and all
the Inclosures are filled. The wealth
.'Mid fashion of the republic aro
there, The men are dressed like
the gentlemen of Iondon and New
York, and the women are gowned
from Pari.-'- . Nature has given thn
women Of this city fine features and
beautlfol eyes, but custom here
seems to prescribe that Nature shall
not be left to herself. letting on
the horses Is the great excitement
and 1 am told that on some occa-
sions a million dollars changes
hands. J
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